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mounted. All this line affords anchorage for shipping. The coast is high cliff, such as already described, falling gradually to a flat at particular places. These places have been chosen as the situation for the batteries. The first is on the left at Walton Gap, one is placed at each end of Holland Marsh, and the fourth at Clacton Wick. The batteries are distant from each other, and could only be of use when supported by a considerable body of men. A road runs parallel to the coast at the distance of half a mile. Between it and the sea the enclosures are few and tolerably large; other communications could easily be made along the coast. The three roads leading from the coast which join at Wivenhoe Heath, near Colchester, strike off at Walton, Holland Marsh, and Clacton. Four thousand men with mounted artillery detached from Colchester might undoubtedly prevent a landing upon Clacton Beach. To prevent the progress of an enemy marching to Colchester when landed would require a great superiority of light troops. I had no opportunity of examining the country minutely. It is much enclosed and flat. The three communications ought to be carefully reconnoitred. I arrived at Colchester on Thursday, and on Saturday took leave of Major Hay and returned to London.I think the ground is such as to render this practicable. It has been proposed to fortify Harwich. The ground is favourable for defence, as it is narrowed by the Stour Kiver and Wandford Wash; within a mile and a half of the town it is not above 600 or 700 yards across.
